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Figure 1. Fiber-Matrix Interface/Interphase in Fibrous Composite Material
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Figure 3. Electrodeposition of Carboxymethylcellulose Onto Carbon Fiber
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Figure 6. 5000X of Electrodeposited CMC and Washed With NaOH Solution
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Figure 7. CMC Electrodeposited, Embedded in Epoxy and Fractured — 1000X
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Figure 12, Generalized Structure of DX-16
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Figure 8. Styrene/Maleic Di-acid Electrodeposited on Unsized Fibers — 10X
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Figure 10, Caustic Treated Styrene/Maleic Di-acid Electrodeposited on
Unsized Fibers — 10X

Figure 11. Caustic Treated Styrene Maleic Di-acid Electrodeposited on
Unsized Fibers — 1000X
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1
ELECTROCHEMICAL DEPOSITION
PROCESS FOR COMPOSITE STRUCTURES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional application and claims the
benefit of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/042,265, filed
Jan. 25,2005, which is a continuation-in-part application that
claims the benefit of U.S. Pat. No. 7,195,701 filed Sep. 30,
2003, both of which are hereby incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to electrochemical deposition of
polymeric materials upon carbon substrates. More particu-
larly, this invention relates to a process of forming resin
impregnated carbon fiber composites using electrochemical
deposition.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Composite structures, in particular, carbon fiber/resin
materials, are rapidly increasing in use, and are of particular
interest to the aerospace industry where there is a need for
high strength-to-weight structures. A similar need exists in
the watercraft and automobile industry where high-strength/
light-weight bodies and other structural parts are being used
for possible weight reduction for increased fuel efficiency.

One favorable characteristic of carbon-resin composites is
that the composite exhibits physical characteristics particular
to the matrix resin. For example, if the resin has properties of
high thermal resistivity or being fire retardant, then the com-
posite made from that matrix resin will, to some extent,
exhibit those properties as well. Thus, the particular resin
chosen for each application is typically not chosen just for its
structural properties, but also for whatever other desired char-
acteristics might be best suited for the application.

Though composite structures typically exhibit improved
structural properties in comparison to the resin itself, there are
still many limitations in the formation of composite struc-
tures. One such limitation in composites is the physical bond
that exists between the resin and the carbon fibers of the
composite. In order for the composite to have any load-car-
rying capability, it is necessary for the resin to be in close
proximity (usually mechanically locked) to the fiber. Thus,
carbon-resin composite technology depends on the formation
of'a strong bond between a fiber substrate and a resin matrix;
and the bond interaction parameters are analogous to those
found in adhesive bonding processes.

The chemical bond between resin and fiber material, i.e. at
the interface between the fiber and the matrix resin, is typi-
cally a limiting factor in the strength of a composite material.
The “interface” is usually one molecular layer thick, i.e.,
nanolayer, and refers to the meeting of the resin material with
the surface of the fiber; and all these are governed by the
interactions that occur in the nano (monomolecular) layer of
the resin/fiber interface. In contrast, the “interphase” is of
macroscopic dimensions and describes macroscopic qualities
of the composite. It is the combination of the interface and
interphase properties of the material that determines the
behavior of a composite. Thus, it is the surface area and
roughness of the reinforcement (fiber), the wetting properties
of the matrix, and the differences in thermal and mechanical
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properties of the constituents that are strongly involved in
determining the interaction, bonding and strength of a com-
posite.

It is desired to produce a composite of improved strength
where the resin material is intimately bonded to the surface of
the composite fibers, thus forming strong interfacial bonds
within the composite. It is further desired to produce a com-
posite material having improved strength and interfacial
bonding from a resin having desirable physical and chemical
characteristic such that the resultant composite exhibits the
physical/chemical characteristics of the resin.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention provides for a method of forming a com-
posite having particular physical attributes by electrodepos-
iting particular organic or inorganic polymers, or organic or
inorganic compounds, collectively referred to as “ionizable
moieties”, onto an electrically conductive fibrous substrate,
typically carbon or metallic, whether formed of individual
fibers, or as a fabric of fibers, to chemically bond the ionizable
moieties to the surfaces of the fibers at the nanomolecular
layer. The conditions for electrodeposition are maintained
after deposition of the nanomolecular layer until additional
layers, i.e. at least one additional layer, of the ionizable moi-
eties form on top of the nanomolecular layer.

Use of resins having unique physical and chemical char-
acteristics results in composites having those same desirable
physical/chemical characteristics, i.e. ice phobic, fire resis-
tant, electrically conductive, etc. Electrodeposition forms a
unique discrete interface at the molecular layer between the
substrate fibers and the matrix resin as opposed to any previ-
ous resin infusion process. The electrodeposition process
allows for the optimization of chemical and physical proper-
ties of composite materials by increasing the bond strength
between the substrate fibers and the matrix resin thereby
improving the strength of the composite over otherwise simi-
lar non-electrodeposited composites.

The process is performed by immersing the fibrous sub-
strate in an aqueous solution of an organic compound or
polymer, or inorganic compound or polymer having ionizable
moieties in the structure of the compound to be electrodepos-
ited.

Organic compounds/polymers advantageously comprise
phosphorus-containing polyamic acid, polypyrrole, polya-
niline, phenyl phosphinic acid, or poly isobutylene-alt-maleic
acid. Inorganic compounds/polymers are advantageously
polysiloxane polymers, such as polysiloxane(amide-ureide)
polymers.

Other compounds or polymers which may be used by this
process include, but are not limited to, polyphosphazenes,
polymetallophosphazenes, polyborazines, phosphonicacid-
methylene iminodiacetic acid, as examples of flame retardant
materials, polypyrrole, polyaniline, polyferrocene or poly-
metallocenes for use as electrically-conducting substances
for lightning strike protection; polysulfones, polyquinoxa-
lines, polyamic acids (to be converted to polyimides) or poly-
ether ether ketones (PEEK) for use as high temperature res-
ins; sol-gel type materials, as represented by
triethoxyaminopropylsilanes for use as coupling agents for
epoxies or polyamic acids. These substances, as such, or
modified by introducing acidic moieties into the polymer may
be used.

The electrodeposition is performed in an electrolysis cell
where the fibrous substrate acts as the anode, where another
electrode in contact with the aqueous solution of ionizable
moieties acts as a cathode, and where the application of an
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electric potential causes the negatively ionizable moiety in
solution to migrate to the anode to create a fiber-carbon or
fiber-inorganic moiety bond somewhat analogous to the
Kolbe reaction. In this reaction, a free radical results from the
ionizable moiety which couples with the free electron in the
charged electrode. When an organic or inorganic material is
electrodeposited onto the fibrous substrate there is both a
change in the interface and the type of bond that exists
between the fiber and the organic/inorganic moiety. More-
over, in the first electrodeposited layer which is a monomo-
lecular (nano) layer, a true chemical bond exists of about 80
kcal/mole. This in effect creates a new type of fiber.

This new fiber has different chemical and physical proper-
ties from the original fiber. This fiber can now be used to form
different composites that would not have been possible with
the original fiber. Additionally, almost any other resin or
ionizable organic or inorganic compound can be electrode-
posited until there is a large drop in current which indicates a
monomolecular layer of resin has been deposited on the fiber
and chemically bonded thereto.

When forming the composite, the conditions for elec-
trodeposition may be maintained until substantially all (less
than 5% free space within the composite) of the void spaces
between fibers have been filled by deposited material. Alter-
natively, the conditions for electrodeposition may be contin-
ued until material is deposited upon the fibers to an interme-
diate point, and the fibers may be subjected to traditional resin
impregnation techniques in order to complete the matrix
around the fibers and to form the composite structure. Tradi-
tional resin impregnation techniques include, but are not lim-
ited to, resin infusion techniques of simply forcing a resin
material into the fibrous substrate. Subsequent to the elec-
trodeposition, depending on the type of substance deposited
onto the fibrous substrate, the requisite curing process nor-
mally used for the resin being considered may also be used to
effect a cure for the composite structure obtained after the
electro-deposition process.

The present method differs from prior electrodeposition
methods, in part, because compounds/polymers are selected
for use based on the known physical properties of the com-
pounds/polymers and the desired physical properties of the
resulting composite. By way of example, polysiloxane
(amide-ureides) may be used to impart ice-phobic/anti-icing
characteristics to the composite. For instance, the following
examples illustrate the use of various compositions in making
the composite. The particular polysiloxanes (amide-ureide)
of U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,797,795 and 6,809,169, incorporated
herein by reference to the extent they do not contradict the
instant disclosure, have been shown to have excellent ice-
phobic properties and impart those properties to a composite
when electrodeposited as described herein.

Use of a phosphorus-containing polyamic acid to obtain a
phosphorylated polyimide upon being electrodeposited upon
carbon fiber produces a composite having good thermal pro-
tection and is fire-resistant. Polyphosphinohydrazide

0 0
g g [l v | |
—N—N Il’—N—N }|>—

CH; CH;

has been shown to have fire-resistant capability when elec-
trodeposited onto carbon fiber that is subsequently made into
a composite by impregnating a polyamic acid that is subse-
quently converted into a polyimide that contains the elec-
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4

trodeposited polyphosphinohydrazide. When subjected to a
high temperature flame, it is slow to ignite and is self-extin-
guishing immediately after removal from the flame. Polypyr-
role and polyaniline are electrically conductive polymers that
produce a composite having lightning strike resistance.

With the electrodeposition, the process is controlled by
time and voltage or amperage. Furthermore, the monomo-
lecular layer of organic (or inorganic) compound resin may
also function as a sizing that will protect the fiber from fraying
or fuzzing. Thus, this process has a two-fold application. The
present invention is a solution and a safe new material process
application by modifying different resin compositions to cre-
ate stronger covalent bonding in composite materials.

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
be apparent from the following description in which the pre-
ferred embodiments have been set forth and in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Having thus described the invention in general terms, ref-
erence will now be made to the accompanying drawings,
which are not necessarily drawn to scale, and wherein:

FIG. 1 shows a fiber-matrix interface/interphase in fibrous
composite material;

FIG. 2 shows a schematic of a continuous electrodeposi-
tion;

FIG. 3 shows electrodeposition chemical bonding of Car-
boxymethylcellulose (CMC) onto fiber;

FIG. 4 shows chemical formula for Carboxymethylcellu-
lose;

FIG. 5 shows electrodeposited CMC on fiber at 100x mag-
nification;

FIG. 6 shows electrodeposited CMC on fiber at 5000x
magnification and washed in a NaOH solution;

FIG. 7 shows electrodeposited CMC on fiber at 1000x
magnification embedded in epoxy and fractured;

FIG. 8 shows Styrene/Maleic Di-acid electrodeposited on
unsized fibers at 10x magnification;

FIG. 9 shows Styrene/Maleic Di-acid electrodeposited on
unsized fibers at 1000x magnification;

FIG. 10 shows caustic treated Styrene/Maleic Di-acid elec-
trodeposited on unsized fibers at 10x magnification;

FIG. 11 shows caustic treated Styrene/Maleic Di-acid elec-
trodeposited on unsized fibers at 1000x magnification;

FIG. 12 shows a generalized structure of DX-16; and,

FIG. 13 shows Polyamic Acid Precursor to PETI-298 Poly-
imide.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention now will be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which preferred embodiments of the invention are shown.
This invention may, however, be embodied in many different
forms and should not be construed as limited to the embodi-
ments set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are pro-
vided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete,
and will fully convey the scope of the invention to those
skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like elements through-
out.

In the case of electrodeposition onto a carbon fiber with an
organic polymer, the polymer and carbon fiber are both car-
bonaceous. Therefore, once the process is initiated, the chem-
istry is allowed to progress through the intermediate stages.
The result is a true covalent bond. The bond energies between
atoms would be on the order of about 80-100 Kcal/g-mole,
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with bond distances being about 1-3 A, i.e., monomolecular
or nanolayer. This leads to theoretical bond strengths of about
10°to 107 Ib./sq. in.

In the case of inorganic moiety, such as Si—OH, P—OH or
P—NH, the bond that forms from the ionization of the —OH
or —NH also results in a —C—0OSi, —C—O—P, or
—C—N—2P structure with the consequent bond energies
attributable to the corresponding —C—O—Si or
—C—0O—P or —C—N—P bonds. This process has already
been demonstrated for an aluminum substrate wherein a poly-
phosphinohydrazide or a polyphosphinoguanide was elec-
trodeposited as a coating onto aluminum and wherein the
resultant product showed good corrosion resistance (U.S. Pat.
No. 4,588,838, May 13, 1986).

The covalent bond is a true sharing of the electron orbitals
such that the outer shell electrons of each contributing specie
to the bond loses its identity and forms molecular orbitals that
bind the nuclei of the interacting atoms. This manifests itself
as a high electron density along the internuclear axis, and it is
this type of bonding that would be expected to occur in the
electrodeposition of an organic compound/polymer onto the
carbon fiber with a bond energy of about 80-100 Kcal/g-mole.
Based upon the chemistry of the Kolbe reaction, a carboxylate
ion (RCOO ) or any other anion, e.g., RO, RSO0, RSO,0,
RPO;, RSiO or RS, will give up an electron to the positively-
charged anode to form a carboxylate (RCOO.), RO., RSOO.,
RSO,0., RPO;., RSiO. or RS. radical. In the case of a car-
boxylate radical, CO, is split out to leave an alkyl or aryl
radical (R.), where R is any alkyl, aryl, cycloalkyl or hetero-
cyclic radical. This radical will chemically attach to the car-
bon fiber and form a true carbon-carbon covalent bond. Simi-
larly, the RO., RSOO., RSO;., RPO;. or RS. will also attach
to the fiber. The RO. or RS. can split out O, or S, and form a
carbon-carbon bond. In the case of RSOO., RSO;., RPO;., or
RSiO., O, can split out and form a carbon-phosphorous, a
carbon-sulfur, or a carbon-silicon bond. This will result in a
nanolayer of organic compound/polymer onto the carbon
fiber, and, at this point, the organic layer is a resistance layer
with no further chemical bonding possible. However, an elec-
trostatic field still exists around the fiber and the charged
anions in solution will continue to migrate and deposit onto
the already-coated fiber and build up further layers of the
coating until, at constant voltage, the layer is so thick that the
field effectis lost and the current drops to zero. Thus, time and
voltage can be the critical determining factors with regard to
the formation of a nanolayer.

Referring to FIG. 2, according to one embodiment, a con-
tinuous process for electrodeposition is shown in which a
polymer, e.g., polyamic acid, or ionizable organic compound
is dissolved in an aqueous medium 1, contained in a glass or
other non-conducting container 2, with electrodes inserted
and connected to a direct current source 3, and a carbon fiber
or cloth 4. The solution 1 and the carbon substrate 4 are
combined in the glass container 2. A power lead 5 is attached
to a cathode, such as a carbon rod, and the other lead 6 is
attached to the carbon cloth or fiber 4 as the anode. Electric
potential is applied to cause the ionized chemicals to flow to
the anodic substrate and bond thereon. Finally, a water or
alkaline solution rinse 7 is used to remove any excess chemi-
cals from the substrate.

Essentially, the technique of electrodeposition, for organic
or inorganic compounds, consists of using an electrically
conductive fibrous substrate, typically graphite fibers, as one
electrode (anode) in an electrolysis cell with the cathode
being any metal or graphite substance, such as a rod, and the
electrodeposition onto the fibrous substrate is via the Kolbe
reaction. In the case of a carbon fiber and a polymeric acid,
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where there is a multiplicity of functional acidic groups along
the polymer chain, the resin can bond to the fiber in a multi-
plicity of sites, as schematically shown in FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 shows the attachment of multiple sites to the carbon
fiber using the ammonium salt of carboxymethylcellulose
(CMC) (Hercules Powder Co.) as the polymer. FIG. 4 depicts
the general formula for carboxymethylcellulose. Alterna-
tively, sulfonic or sulfinic, phosphoric or phosphonic, mer-
captyl or other anionic acidic specie could be used. Using
carboxymethylcellulose (CMC) as a test polymer, it was elec-
trodeposited onto carbon fiber and then washed with water (in
which CMC is very soluble). It was then found that a large
amount of resin remained attached to the fiber, as seen in F1G.
5, which is a scanning electron microscope (SEM), 100x
picture of the treated fiber. Further analysis was done via
Fourier Transform Infrared (FTIR) spectroscopy. It showed
the presence of the cellulose hydroxyls. Subsequently, a
sodium hydroxide wash was done and S000xSEM picture
(FIG. 6) shows almost everything removed, but the FTIR still
showed the presence of the cellulose hydroxyls. By compari-
son, when the fiber was dipped into the CMC solution for the
same period as the electrodeposition process (but without
electrodeposition), and then subjected to an aqueous wash,
there was absolutely no evidence of any CMC on the fiber.
The SEM and FTIR looked the same as an untreated fiber.

Further tests were performed to show that this nanomo-
lecular layer of resin does form a true chemical bond from the
fiber to any resin matrix. For this, the fiber with CMC attached
to it, after removing the bulk of the material, was bonded with
an epoxy resin and an interlaminar shear test was run. The
sample did not fail in shear, but in tension. This indicated that
a strong bond existed between the fiber and the resin. Another
test that was run was to have the CMC-coated fiber, after
removing the bulk of the material, embedded in an epoxy
resin, cured, and then fractured in liquid nitrogen. FIG. 7 is a
1000xSEM picture of the composite after being fractured.
Similar results were obtained when the CMC-coated fiber
was first treated with either succinic anhydride or maleic
anhydride and then embedded in an epoxy resin. In these
instances, the fractured samples also showed that the epoxy
was bonded to the anhydride-treated CMC fiber and that the
matrix held onto the fiber, while for a non-electrodeposited
sample there was separation between the fiber and the matrix.

In one embodiment of the invention, a polysiloxane
(amide-ureide) of compound Ia is supplied. This compound,
described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,797,795, issued Sep. 28, 2004,
has been determined to have favorable anti-icing/de-icing
properties.

(a)
R; Ay Ay
| I |
— N—R, Ti—O Si—R,—N—Y—
Ay Az
X
wherein

for each repeat unit of the polymer, R, and R, are indepen-
dently selected from the group consisting of C, to C,, alkyls,
aryls, and polyaryls; for each repeat unit of the polymer, R,
and R, are independently selected from the group consisting
of hydrogen, C, to Cj alkyls, aryls, C, to C cycloaliphatics,
and C; to C, heterocycles; for each repeat unit of the polymer,
A, and A, are independently selected from the group consist-
ing of hydrogen, C, to C, alkyls, aryls, polyaryls, C; to Cg
cycloaliphatics, and C; to C, heterocycles; for each repeat
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unit of the polymer, x is a number from 1 to 1000; for each
repeat unit of the polymer, Y is selected from a dicarboxyl
residue and a non-linear diisocyanate residue, and wherein
the polymer comprises at least one repeat unit where Y is a
dicarboxyl residue and at least one repeat unit where Y is a
nonlinear diisocyanate residue. The compound is dissolved in
water and neutralized with an amine, e.g., ammonium
hydroxide, triethylamine, pyridine, piperidine or other ali-
phatic, cycloaliphatics, heterocyclic or aromatic amine. Into
this solution is immersed a conducting material, e.g., carbon
fiber or metallic substrate. The container or another electrode
is made the cathode and the immersed material is the anode in
an electrolytic cell. A direct current potential is applied and
the anodic material is coated with Ia. This material is subse-
quently either cured into a structural part or treated with
another resin and then cured. The composite structure formed
thereby is capable of being a structural part that exhibits
ice-phobic properties.

In another instance, a polyphosphinohydrazide, as
described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,582,932, Apr. 15, 1986, was
prepared for use in the electrodeposition process for use as a
fire retardant. Three moles of hydrazine hydrate was added to
two moles of dimethylmethylphosphonate (DMMP) (or dim-
ethylphosphite (DMPH))

(€] (€]

CH;—O0—P—O0—CH; CH;—O0—P—0—CH;

H CH;
DMPH DMMP

to result in an amine-terminated polymer. This was subse-
quently treated with succinic anhydride or maleic anhydride
(or another acid anhydride) to obtain a carboxyl-terminated
polyphosphinohydrazide which was then used in the elec-
trodeposition onto the fibrous substrate. Alternatively, the
polyphosphinohydrazide was used, as is, for the electrodepo-
sition. After electrodepositing the polyphosphinohydrazide
onto graphite fiber cloth and further impregnating with a
polyamic acid, e.g., Peti298 (supplied by Eikos chemical Co.,
Franklin, Mass.) (shown in FIG. 13) and cured into a com-
posite strip, the resultant polyimide/polyphosphinohydrazide
combination was placed in the flame of Meeker burner,
adjusted for 1000° F. temperature. A control sample of the
polyimide (with no polyphosphinohydrazide) ignited easily
and extinguished a short time later after removal from the
flame. The sample containing the polyphosphinohydrazide
took longer to ignite, but extinguished instantly upon removal
from the flame.

The composite materials of the invention have favorable
physical (non-structural) and structural properties not found
in previous composite materials. First, by using particularly
selected ionizable moieties to form the matrix resin of the
composite, special physical properties of those ionizable
moieties translate into similar physical properties for the
composite formed therefrom. For instance, if a material
formed from the ionizable moieties would otherwise have
special physical properties, such as being ice-phobic, fire-
resistant, electrically conductive, etc., then the composite
formed from electrodeposition of the ionizable moieties also
exhibits those special physical properties.

Second, by electrodepositing the ionizable moieties upon
the carbon fibers to form the composite rather than simply
impregnating the ionizable moieties as a resin matrix around
the fibers, a composite of improved structural properties is

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

formed. The improved structural properties are due to the
chemical bonding that occurs at the interface of the fiber and
resin material.

The composites of this invention are particularly useful in
the formation of composite bolts, rivets, and other fasteners
for industrial use.

The examples below demonstrate how the invented method
is carried out in practice and demonstrate electrodeposition
using a variety of organic/inorganic compounds/polymers.

EXAMPLES
Example 1
Electrodeposition of Carboxymethylcellulose

A 15 percent solution of carboxymethylcellulose (CMC) is
prepared by dissolving 15 grams of CMC (0.07 moles) in 85
mls of deionized water in a stainless steel container. To this is
added 0.07 moles of 28 percent ammonium hydroxide (8.7
grams). With the carbon fiber onto which the CMC will be
electrodeposited as the anode in an electrolytic cell and the
stainless steel container as the cathode, the electrolysis is
begun by adjusting the d.c. voltage and measuring the drop in
current (amperes) with time. When the amperes are close to
zero or some other predefined low value, the electrodeposi-
tion is stopped. By way of example, the following current/
voltage/time data typifies the electrodeposition process.
Table 1 shows the drop in current for a 20 volt (d.c.) elec-
trodeposition. Voltages used have been from five (5) volts to
150 volts; and times have been from 15 seconds to 20 min-
utes, depending upon how much organic coating is wanted.

TABLE 1
Time Current Voltage (D.C.)
0 1210 20
115 1028 20
:30 812 20
1:00 411 20
2:00 91 20
3:00 71 20
Example 2

Electrodeposition of Polystyrene/Maleic Anhydride

Following the procedure of Example 1, 15 grams of poly-
styrene/maleic anhydride alternating copolymer which had
been hydrolyzed to the diacid, viz., styrene/maleic acid (0.07
moles), was dissolved in 85 mls of water and treated with two
molar equivalents of ammonium hydroxide (for the dibasic
acid inthe copolymer), i.e., 17.4 grams ofa 28 percent ammo-
nium hydroxide solution. The electrodeposition was per-
formed as shown in Example 1 and washed with water. The
resultant product was examined via SEM and FIG. 8 shows a
10x magnification, while FIG. 9 shows a 1000x magnifica-
tion. After a caustic (NaOH) wash, the fibers looked as shown
in FIG. 10 (a 10x magnification) and FIG. 11 for a 1000x
magnification.

Example 3

Electrodeposition of Shell DX-16

This example demonstrates the possibility of performing
the electrodeposition in a mixture of organic solvent and
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aqueous solution. Using a compound known as Shell DX-16
(F1G.12) (Shell Chemical Co., Emeryville, Calif.) which was
dissolved in N-methylpyrrolidone (NMP) to a 50 percent
concentration and then made as a 15 percent solution in
deionized water (resulting in a mixture of water and NMP)
and neutralizing this with 28 percent ammonium hydroxide,
an electrodeposition was performed on Thornel 50 fiber at 20
volts. The current dropped from 952 amperes to 65 amperes in
3.5 minutes. Thus, indicating the deposition of a coating as
the fiber became coated with an insulator.

Example 4
Electrodeposition of Polyamic Acid

A polyamic acid precursor to a polyimide (PETI-298)
(supplied by Eikos Chemical Co., Franklin, Mass.) was syn-
thesized, as shown in the schematic of FIG. 13. This polyamic
acid dissolved in NMP as a 50% solution was neutralized with
ammonium hydroxide and diluted to a 15% solution in water
and electrodeposited onto AS-4 carbon tape at 100 volts. The
resultant product was washed with water, dried and pyrolyzed
at 1000° C. (under nitrogen) to result in a carbon-carbon
composite. This demonstrates the feasibility of obtaining a
carbon-carbon composite from an electrodeposited coating.

Example 5
Electrodeposition of Polysiloxane(Amide-Ureide)

An amine-terminated polysiloxane amide is prepared by
using a 2 mole ratio of amine-terminated polysiloxane (amine
groups at both ends of the polymer) to one (1) mole of the
diacidchloride from either succinic acid or maleic acid or any
other diacid residue. Subsequently, the resultant amine termi-
nated polysiloxane amide is reacted with a diisocyanate in a
ratio of 2 moles of polysiloxane amide (amine-terminated)
with one (1) mole of a diisocyanate to form the polysiloxane
(amide-ureide)-diamine-terminated. To this is added two
moles of either succinic anhydride or maleic anhydride (or
any other acid anhydride) to result in a carboxyl-terminated
polysiloxane (amide-ureide).

Utilizing the carboxyl-terminated polysiloxane (amide-
ureide) and following the procedure of Example 1, 15 grams
of the carboxyl-terminated polysiloxane (amide-ureide) is
dissolved in 85 mls of deionized water and treated with 28
percent ammonium hydroxide (two moles of NH,OH to one
mole of carboxyl-terminated polysiloxane (amide-ureide)).
The electrodeposition is done on an AS-4 carbon cloth in
similar fashion as described in Example 1 and when subjected
to icing conditions, it was found that the ice can be easily
removed. This product is also found to exhibit ice-phobic
behavior as did the non-electrodeposited product described in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,797,795, Sep. 28, 2004.

Example 6
Electrodeposition of Polyphosphinohydrazide

Modifying the reaction described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,582,
932, Apr. 15, 1986, three moles of hydrazine hydrate are
added to two moles of dimethylmethylphosphonate (DMMP)
to result in an amine terminated polymer. This is subsequently
treated with two moles of succinic anhydride to obtain a
carboxyl-terminated phosphinohydrazide which is used in
the electrodeposition onto the fibrous substrate, as described
in Example 1.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

Many modifications and other embodiments of the inven-
tion will come to mind to one skilled in the art to which this
invention pertains having the benefit of the teachings pre-
sented in the foregoing descriptions and the associated draw-
ings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the invention is not
to be limited to the specific embodiments disclosed and that
modifications and other embodiments are intended to be
included within the scope of the appended claims. Although
specific terms are employed herein, they are used in a generic
and descriptive sense only and not for purposes of limitation.

What is claimed is:

1. A process for forming a resin-fiber composite, compris-
ing the steps of

providing an aqueous solution comprising an ionizable

moiety, the ionizable moiety selected from the group
consisting of polyamic acid, phenyl phosphinic acid,
polyisobutylene-alt-maleic acid, polyphosphazene,
polymetallophosphazene, polyborazine, phosphoni-
cacidmethylene iminodiacetic acid, polyferrocene,
polymetallocene, polysulfone, polyquinoxaline, poly-
ether ether ketone (PEEK), and any combination
thereof;

disposing an electrically conductive fibrous substrate

within the aqueous solution, wherein the fibrous sub-
strate serves as an anode;

contacting a second conductive body with the aqueous

solution, wherein the second conductive body serves as
a cathode;

applying an electric potential between the anode and the

cathode;

ionizing the ionizable moiety in the aqueous solution;

covalently bonding the ionizable moiety to the fibrous sub-

strate to form a composite fiber;

maintaining the electrodeposition conditions until at least

one additional layer of the ionizable moiety is deposited
on top of the resin matrix; and

impregnating the composite fiber with polyamic acid.

2. The process of claim 1, wherein the electrically conduc-
tive fibrous substrate is carbon fiber.

3. The process of claim 1, further comprising the step of
curing the deposited resin matrix.

4. The process of claim 1, wherein the aqueous solution
contains an organic solvent.

5. A composite structure formed according to the process
of claim 1, wherein the composite substrate comprises a
fibrous substrate having polyphosphinohydrazide covalently
bonded to a surface thereof.

6. The composite structure of claim 5, wherein the structure
takes the form of a composite fastener.

7. The composite structure of claim 6, wherein the com-
posite fastener is a bolt or composite rivet.

8. The composite structure of claim 5, wherein the com-
posite is a structural component of an aircraft.

9. The process of claim 1, wherein the ionizable moiety is
polyphosphinohydrazide, and wherein the resulting resin-
fiber composite has fire retardant properties.

10. A process for forming a resin-fiber composite, com-
prising the steps of

providing an aqueous solution comprising an ionizable

moiety, the ionizable moiety selected from the group
consisting of polyamic acid, polypyrrole, polyaniline,
phenyl phosphinic acid, polyisobutylene-alt-maleic
acid, polysiloxane, polyphosphazene, polymetallophos-
phazene, polyborazine, phosphonicacidmethylene imi-
nodiacetic acid, polyphosphinohydrazide, polyfer-
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rocene, polymetallocene, polysulfone, polyquinoxaline,
polyether ether ketone (PEEK), and any combination
thereof;

disposing an electrically conductive fibrous substrate
within the aqueous solution, wherein the fibrous sub-
strate serves as an anode;

contacting a second conductive body with the aqueous
solution, wherein the second conductive body serves as
a cathode; and,

applying an electric potential between the anode and the
cathode, thereby causing the ionizable moieties to ionize
and to be electrodeposited as a resin matrix upon the
fiber surfaces of the fibrous substrate,

covalently bonding the ionizable moiety to the fibrous sub-
strate to form a composite fiber;

maintaining the electrodeposition conditions until at least
one additional layer of the ionizable moieties are depos-
ited on top of a nanomolecular layer.

11. The process of claim 10 wherein the ionizable moiety is

a polysiloxane(amide-ureide) of the formula Ia

(Ia)

¥ ! T
—N—R, Ti—O Ti—RZ—N—Y—
Ay Ay
X
wherein

for each repeat unit of the polymer, R, and R, are indepen-
dently selected from the group consisting of C, to C,,
alkyls, aryls, and polyaryls; for each repeat unit of the
polymer, R; and R, are independently selected from the
group consisting of hydrogen, C, to C alkyls, aryls, C,
to C, cycloaliphatics, and C; to C heterocycles; for each
repeat unit of the polymer, A, and A, are independently
selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, C, to Cg
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alkyls, aryls, polyaryls, C; to C, cycloaliphatics, and C;
to C, heterocycles; for each repeat unit of the polymer, x
is a number from 1 to 1000; for each repeat unit of the
polymer, Y is selected from a dicarboxyl residue and a
non-linear diisocyanate residue, and wherein the poly-
mer comprises at least one repeat unit where Y is a
dicarboxyl residue and at least one repeat unit whereY is
a nonlinear diisocyanate residue.

12. The process of claim 10, wherein the electrically con-
ductive fibrous substrate is a carbon fiber.

13. The process of claim 10, wherein electrodeposition
conditions are maintained until no substantial void space
remains within the fibrous substrate.

14. The process of claim 10, wherein the electrodeposition
conditions are discontinued while void spaces remain within
the fibrous substrate; and,

further comprising the step of subsequently resin impreg-

nating the fibrous substrate by a resin infusion tech-
nique.

15. The process of claim 10, further comprising the step of
curing the deposited resin matrix.

16. The process of claim 10, wherein the aqueous solution
contains an organic solvent.

17. A composite structure formed according to the process
of claim 10 wherein the composite structure comprises a
fibrous substrate having an ionizable moiety covalently
bonded to a surface thereof.

18. The composite structure of claim 17, wherein the struc-
ture takes the form of a composite fastener.

19. The composite structure of claim 18, wherein the com-
posite fastener is a bolt or composite rivet.

20. The composite structure of claim 17, wherein the com-
posite is a structural component of an aircraft.

21. The process of claim 10, wherein the ionizable moiety
is polyphosphinohydrazide, and wherein the resulting resin-
fiber composite has fire retardant properties.
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